['THE PLANS

Top Design Ellements of the
Potomac Retreat Residence
1. Oversize doors: Although the 9-foot-

high interior and exterior entries share
the same basic elements, mirrors and
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other detailing add a twist

2. Intricate stonework: It is a continu-
ing motif an the walls and columns,
whether indoors or outdoars

3. Mahogany beams: These are used in
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the arbor, as well a3s in various interior
elements, as a way to draw the interior
to the exterior and vice versa,

4, Classically detailed stone columns:
These visually reinforce the buildings
and ground them to the site.

5. Oversize precast fireplaces: Two of
them—one anchoring the guesthouse’s
12-foot ceiling, the other a focal point of
the outdoor dining area—speak to the
precast sills and lintels.
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Serra Stone is a full-service masonry company in Maryland, Virginia and
the District of Columbia. From stone veneer to stone walkways, from
retaining walls to patios, from excavation to drainage systems, from
small jobs to large-scale residential and commercial projects, Serra
Stone delivers quality, service and excellence in stone masonry.

4312Montgomery‘Avenue
" Bethesda, Maryland 20814
Phone 301-986-1830 | Fax: 301-986-1 833
"E-mail; sales@serrastone.com *

Completed in 2009, the firm’s Potomac Retreat

project in Potomac, Maryland, was created for a
busy professional couple who sought—right next
door—a resort-like refuge from the hurly-burly
of daily life,

The pair’s new 1,800-square-foot home includes a
guesthouse, .paol-honse,"comed.dining area, and
outdoor living space. It features two wings—one
private, the other more public—which flank the
l'iarti_ally covered courtyard and dining terrace and
create an intimate outdoor setting, The dedicated
guest area includes a living room, dining room,
kitchenette, and sleeping area while the public
portion includes a pool house with a spa, exercise
area, and workshop.

The husband wanted a more traditional “aged”
look while the wife preferred contemporary styl-
ings. The result is an interesting hybrid. Stone
buildings suggest Old World artistry and stability
and visually strengthen the relationship between
the house and the lush landscaping surrounding
both properties. The structures are traditional
with classical (though large —doors are 9 feet
high) proportions, and they create an ideal setting
for strolling through the garden or entertaining
large groups,

More contemporary touches include an arbor that
has very simple forms and detailing, clean lines
and sleek finishes on much of the interior cabine-
try, and forward-looking furnishings throughout.
The arbor’s expressed mahogany beams set a motif
that repeats in the split Western Maryland stone
veneer pavilions and inside the guesthouse, This
outside-to-inside concept continues with large
windows inset, huge mahogany-framed French
doors, and the extensive use of stone—such as
quartzite/sandstone from Utah’s Mountain Val-
ley—on exterior and interior surfaces.

“Creating a home is a highly personal expression
of our clients” dreams and aspirations and the way
they live,” Decker says. “We try to be good listen-
ers so we can create a house that not only balances
beauty and function but also is comfortable and
reflects their lives.” On every project, the highly
publicized designer takes a collaborative approach,
working closely with her client, an in-house team
of talented architects, and an array of consultants,
designers, builders, and artisans. “It takes a great
team to make a project sing,” she says. (%



